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The ATHENA Project aims to bring Accessibility and Design for All into Higher Education by developing recommendations on how to implement curriculum on accessibility across academic disciplines. The European Disabilisability Forum (EDF) and ATHENA Project partners have completed the first step of this project through the publication of a transnational report that presents the findings of the first work package of the project. The report will serve as the project’s foundation on which all of the project’s efforts will be based.

	Read the full report in PDF (eurashe.eu)
	Read the full report in Word (edf-feph.org)


This report consists of three main tasks and findings:

	Identifying higher education domains,
	Analysing higher education syllabi (summaries of what will be covered in academic courses) that incorporated accessibility and universal design,
	Qualitative analysis of these syllabi


Navigating Academic Territories: Defining Higher Education Domains

First, the report focused on identifying categories of academic disciplines defined by the report as domains: Education, Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Journalism and Information, Business Administration and Law, Information and Communication Technologies, Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction, and Health and Welfare.

Curriculum Check: Exploring Accessibility in Syllabi

Identifying these domains served as the framework for the second task of the report: to analyse higher education curricula and syllabi through keyword searches to identify those that utilise the principles of Accessibility and Universal Design. This analysis revealed patterns in how universities apply Accessibility and Universal Design principles.

Diverse Perspectives: Regional Insights on Accessibility Integration

While Spain showed a focus on disability and accessibility, Czechia and Austria showed variations in the application of Accessibility and Universal Design principles across domains. The analysis also found that Cyprus displayed variations between curricula and syllabi across domains. These findings highlight the inconsistency of incorporating Accessibility and Universal Design principles into higher education curricula and across academic disciplines and European countries. This variation is further highlighted through the report’s third task: qualitatively analysing how Accessibility and Universal Design principles vary across domains.

Beyond the Books: Understanding Accessibility Approaches

Through this analysis, the report revealed that there are significant differences in how domains approach Accessibility and Universal Design. While domains like Education and Arts and Humanities viewed Accessibility and Universal Design through the lens of diversity, human rights, and social inclusion, domains like Health Sciences and Engineering included Accessibility and Universal Design principles through curriculum on technology-enabled inclusion. Overall, these findings illustrate that Accessibility and Universal Design appear in some universities’ curricula but do so in minimal ways and varied meanings.

Joining Forces: Collaborating for Inclusive Education

With these findings, EDF and ATHENA Project partners will move to the next step of the project: conducting focus groups on each identified domain. These focus groups will consist of experts from each domain, educators and those who specialise in the implementation of university curricula, and users to gain a nuanced perspective on how to best implement Accessibility and Universal Design principles.

Let people know about the report

	Press Release: Bringing Accessibility and Design for All to Higher Education Curriculum: Findings from the ATHENA Project’s Transnational Report
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#EUAcessibilitySummit 2024: Accessibility Achievements, Political Participation, Workplace Inclusion
          
            The European Disability Forum (EDF), in partnership with Microsoft, is delighted to announce the 4th European Accessibility Summit...
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AI Act agreement: partial win on accessibility
          
            The agreement by European Institutions on the so-called “Artificial Intelligence Act” includes a few worthwhile provisions, even though...
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Access to services: The promises and pitfalls of AI for people with disabilities
          
            In an age where Artificial Intelligence (AI) is starting to feel like a buddy we rely on daily, it...
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